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AP Macroeconomics is desi ned o hel  ou each Ad anced Placemen  AP  Macroeconomics courses and re are 
our s uden s for he AP Macroeconomics E am  The AP ro ram o ers wo se ara e e aminations in economics  

one in macroeconomics and one in microeconomics  Each AP e am is in ended for uali ed s uden s who wish o 
com le e s udies in secondar  school ha  are e ui alen  o a one semes er colle e in roduc or  course  The AP 
Macroeconomics E am is  hours and  minu es lon  and consis s of a minu e multi le choice section and a 

minu e free res onse section  The free res onse section e ins wi h a manda or  minu e readin  eriod  The 
multi le choice section accoun s for a ro ima el  wo hirds of he s uden s e am rade and he free res onse 
section for he remainin  one hird  

Using Advanced Placement Macroeconomics 
AP Macroeconomics consis s of he uden  ork ook and he Teacher Guide  Each uni  in he uden  ork ook 

e ins wi h a ke  ideas section  The s uden  acti ities each asic economic rinci les and allow s uden s o ractice 
a l in  economic conce s   is es  for each s uden  o ha e his or her own uden  ork ook  

The Teacher Guide ro ides uni  o er iews, lesson lans, o ecti es, Teacher Aler s, ell in er acti ities o um
s ar  each class, isuals, answers o he s uden  acti ities, and multi le choice es  uestions  The rocedures in 
he lessons include ins ructional acti ities ha  are no  in he uden  ork ook  The Teacher Guide is desi ned o 
ro ide acti ities and lessons ha , cou led wi h he AP Course and E am escri tion, a eacher can use o desi n an 

AP Macroeconomics course ha  es  mee s he needs of heir s uden s  

AP Macroeconomics is desi ned o e used wi h an AP le el economics e ook  The e ook ro ides he asic 
con en , and he lessons and acti ities in AP Macroeconomics ro ide ractice, a lication of he con en , and 
re iew for he AP Macroeconomics E am  

n addition o AP Macroeconomics and an AP le el e ook, a arie  of di eren  resources for eachin  AP 
Macroeconomics are a aila le online, includin  lesson lans, in class acti ities, classroom e erimen s, ideos, 
and su lemen al readin s  The Council for Economic Education ro ides a num er of additional resources on 
h s www econedlink or  as well as rin  u lications hrou h he EconEd ink s ore  You can also nd a 
searcha le da a ase of resources for eachin  AP Macroeconomics on he Colle e oard we si e, h s a cen ral
colle e oard or  

The New and Improved Advanced Placement Macroeconomics 
The h edition of AP Macroeconomics has een si ni can l  u da ed  E er  lesson held o er from he h 
edition has een re ised and new lessons ha e een added  The con en  has een u da ed o re ec  he  AP 
Macroeconomics Course and E am escri tion and all acti ities ha e een ada ed o re ec  he unders andin  of 
economic rinci les ha  s uden s are e ec ed o demons ra e on he AP Macroeconomics E am  e elie e i  is 
he mos  com le e and com rehensi e su lemen ar  acka e a aila le for eachin  AP Macroeconomics  

The ma or chan es in he h edition are ou lined elow

  Acti ities are now included a er each lesson, ins ead of ein  added o he ack of he curriculum  

  Con en  is reor ani ed usin  he  AP Course and E am escri tion includin  a su s antial re ision of 
mone ar  olic  o include eachin  a ou  am le reser es  

  essons ha e een roken down in o shor er, easil  mana ed sections ha  include more isuals  

  ell in ers ha e een u da ed o ro ide hou h ro okin  s uden friendl  o enin s for each lesson  

  Multi le Choice uestions ha e een remo ed from he uden  ork ook so eachers can use hem for ui es 
and es s wi hou  s uden  rior knowled e  
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 New lessons ha e een added in res onse o CE  con en

u lemen al acti ities for Gra hin  u l  and emand

inancial Asse s

Nominal s  eal n eres  a es

Mone ar  Polic

Top 10 Keys to Teaching an Effective AP Macroeconomics Course 
esi nin  and eachin  an AP Macroeconomics course is challen in  The course re uires eachin  colle e le el 

ma erial o hi h school s uden s  ere are a few ti s from e eran eachers ha  will hel  ou e successful  

1. The Course Exam Description and AP Classroom are Your Best Friends

 The CE  framework ro ides a clear and de ailed descri tion of he course re uiremen s necessar  for s uden
success   de ails he four skill ca e ories  de nin  rinci les and models, in er retin  economic ou comes,
mani ulation of da a o de ermine he ou come of s eci c si uations, ein  a le o model economic si uations
usin  ra hs and isuals  and he four i  ideas  economic measuremen , marke s, macroeconomic models,
and macroeconomics olicies  ha  should e he asis of our curriculum

 The AP Classroom online la orm ro ides a arie  of resources and ools o su or  eachers and s uden s
These include uni  uides, ersonal ro ress checks and a ro ress dash oard ha  ro ides feed ack o
eachers and s uden s on areas ha  need more focus, and an AP uestion ank where eachers can crea e

cus omi ed es s ha  can e assi ned online or on a er

2. Get Teacher Training

 The Colle e oard o ers se eral one da  worksho s ha  ro ide ack round for AP Macroeconomics courses
These worksho s focus on he con en  co ered and an anal sis of as  multi le choice and free res onse

uestions  The worksho  leader, who is o en an AP reader, will ro ide alua le information o im ro e s uden
erformance   also hel s o a end lon er summer worksho s ha  focus on he con en  in AP Macroeconomics

in more de ail  These worksho s co er he con en  more com rehensi el  and demons ra e acti ities

 CEE o ers online rofessional de elo men  hrou h EconEd ink or  a e Councils on Economic Education also
o er worksho s for AP Economics eachers  ome of hese a lia es of he Council for Economic Education can
also ro ide ad ice o indi idual eachers  To loca e he s a e council or uni ersi  cen er neares  ou, lo  on o
he CEE we si e a  h s www councilforeconed or ro rams for eachers s a e a lia es

3. Use the Best Textbook You Can Get

 f ou are in ol ed in choosin  he e ook for our course, look for a ook ha  ma ches he AP course con en
Es eciall  consider he readin  le el and reada ili  of he ook  f ou ha e he o tion, also look for a e ook
ha  is com ati le wi h our eachin  s le  hiche er e ook ou use, e sure o ask a ou  ancillar  ma erials

such as s uden  acti ities, eacher s manual, s ud  uide, or es  ank  There are re iews of e ooks and o her
ins ructional ma erials on he Colle e oard we si e

4. Organize the Course in Advance

 The uni  lans and lesson lans in his ook are ased on se en e minu e class eriods each semes er
owe er, e er  school schedule is di eren  and disru tions alwa s in erfere wi h e en he es  of lans  o, ou

will need o ada  he lans ro ided here o mee  he needs of our s uden s and he re uiremen s of our
school  Make sure ou are aware of he e am da e and e careful o com le e he entire s lla us des i e o h
e ec ed and une ec ed disru tions  Also, e sure o allow for len  of e am re iew time
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5. Assess Often 

  uden s need lo s of ractice and fre uen  assessmen s o make sure he  ha e mas ered he ma erial  rief 
u  fre uen  multi le choice ui es hel  s uden s e  used o he e am forma  ni  es s should ha e AP s le 

multi le choice and free res onse uestions  se released AP e am uestions, and rade and ha e s uden s 
rade  answers usin  he ru rics ro ided  he Colle e oard  uden s ene  from learnin  o answer free

res onse uestions  ha  is re uired for s uden s o learn economics and succeed on he AP Macroeconomics 
E am is er  di eren  from wha  is re uired in o her social science disci lines  amiliari  wi h as  AP uestions 
is a ke  o s uden  success  A lis  of as  AP uestions has een roken down  o ic in he o er iew section of 
each ni  

6. Teach an Economic Way of Thinking 

  Con en  is er  im or an  in AP Economics, u  a uali  course oes e ond eachin  a lis  of conce s  
Economics is a uni ue wa  of hinkin  ha  hel s s uden s de elo  decision makin  skills  The oal of an 
in roduc or  economics course is o hel  s uden s de elo  he economic wa  of hinkin  E en if s uden s don  
remem er a s eci c conce  co ered on he e am, he  will e a le o use he echni ues of hinkin  he  ha e 
learned o draw correc  conclusions  A ood resource of read o use lessons ha  reinforce he economic wa  of 
hinkin  is Capstone: Exemplary Lessons for High School Economics New York  Council for Economic Education, 

 

7. Use Active Learning 

  An AP Macroeconomics class will no  e e ecti e if he focus is on memori in  de nitions, information, and 
rules  hile he lec ure discussion me hod will e re uired for initial resen ation of course con en , economics 
will e more rele an  and stimulatin  if s uden s are acti el  in ol ed in he lessons  The  will also learn he 
con en  a  he re uired, dee er le el  

  The Council for Economic Education and he com anion we si e on EconEd ink or  are e cellen  sources for 
acti e learnin  acti ities ha  can hel  our s uden s unders and conce s critical o heir erformin  well on an 
AP Economics e am  

8. Practice Makes Perfect 

  The AP Macroeconomics uden  ork ook ro ides s uden s wi h he ractice he  will need o e successful 
on he AP Macroeconomics E am  The oal is no  o co er e er  ossi le si uation u  o de elo  economic 
reasonin  so ha  s uden s can a l  wha  he  ha e learned o an  e am le he  ma  e i en  

9. Graph Early and Often 

  The s uden s mus  e a le o erform ra hical anal sis o do well on he AP Macroeconomics E am  m or an  
ra hs in Macroeconomics include roduction ossi ilities, a re a e demand and a re a e su l , he mone  

marke , he loana le funds marke , he Philli s cur e, and he forei n e chan e marke  

   is essential for s uden s o unders and ha  he  are a l in  an economic model, no  memori in  ra hs  
uden s need o know ha  ra hs mus  e clearl  and correc l  la eled o recei e credi  on AP Economics 

e ams  hen ou ro ide feed ack on s uden s  ra hs, alwa s oin  ou  la elin  errors and omissions  

10. Emphasize Historically Weak Areas 

  Each ear he AP Macroeconomics chief reader identi es areas in which s uden s ha e done oorl  ecause 
hese areas will e co ered a ain in fu ure es s, i  a s o re iew he chief reader s no es  These are a aila le on 
he Colle e oard s AP Cen ral we si e for he Macroeconomics course  se hese no es o desi n our course 

and re are our s uden s for heir AP Macroeconomics E am


